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feel some obligation to weave a whole cloth with 
such threads. 

And what of Lily Tomlin, surely the most sym- 
pathetic person in the movie and the most nearly 
human? We’re made to like her, I think, because 
she loves and is deeply responsible to her two deaf 
children. Apart from her inexplicable role as a white 
woman singing with a black choir, however, what 
are we to make of the scene at a suburban party 
where she babbles about young men maimed in 
motorcycle accidents and a woman who got a blow 
on the head and now may lose an eye? Perhaps she 
can live so gallantly with her damaged children and 
her innocuous, obese husband because, to use the 
movie's idiom, she grooves on disaster. What do we 
know of her when she gracefully leaves the motel 
room of the rock singer who has finally seduced 
her, and kisses him while he talks on the telephone 
to a girlfriend in New York? Is she a fool and a 
willing victim? Or does she triumph over those who 
want to make her so? How tiresome to be told 
repeatedly that we must accept confusion because 
life is complex! Life comes to seem far less con- 
fused and more complex in a movie like Bergman’s 
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Cries and Whispers when we're told more about 
what has made it so. 

Keith Carradine plays the restless musician who 
can’t stay in the same woman’s bed or care long 
about a woman who’s just left his. It’s ostensibly 
his life that produces those fetching lyrics, ‘‘I’m 
Easy’’ and *‘It Don’t Worry Me.’’ But they speak 
equally well for the mindlessness and moral limp- 
ness of the film itself. At the end of the movie, an 
idolized woman has been killed in a crowded public 
place, and after a few moments of confusion 
Barbara Harris takes the mike and triumphantly re- 
places Barbara Jean as the country western female 
star. She sings ‘‘It don’t worry me./ You may say, I 
ain’t free./ It don’t worry me.’ We see the audience 
milling, children clapping, bodies moving gently in 
rhythm; it’s become a happy picnic scene—ice 
cream, balloons, and soda pop. Not a sign of dis- 
tress. No one seems even to recognize that some- 
thing horrible has just happened. And I don’t be- 
lieve it. Nashville may be Altman’s America, but it 
isn’t mine nor is that of my friends. Ours is richer 
and far more dangerous. 
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